
The Lassies are No Feart
Key Findings 



Relationships, Support &
Community

Young women found it difficult to get support to resolve

conflict from other adults

Many young people felt families supported involvement in

violence

Disrespect towards family and friends was a common

trigger of violence



Relationships, Support &
Community

Relationships with the police, including campus officers,

were generally negative

Friends are expected to stand up for each other, including

physical violence

There is a lack of safe spaces within communities for young

women



Perceptions of and Influences
on Violence

Young women perceived there to be lots of violence in their

lives

Disrespect, including verbal abuse and non-verbal cues,

was a significant trigger of violence

Limited impulse control and emotional regulation meant

young women turned to violence to solve conflict



Perceptions of and Influences
on Violence

Young women said alcohol consumption increased

likelihood of involvement in violence

Misogyny was a common everyday experience for young

women, from peers and adults 

Young women had little hope for a brighter future



Social Media
Young women were both ‘viewers’ and ‘producers’ of

harmful content online

Daily exposure to violent content online led to

desensitisation 

Large group chats were used as part of bullying and

cyberaggression, and could lead to in-person violence



Statistics from other
research




